INTERNATIONAL STUDIES SENIOR SEMINAR COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 
SPRING 2019
INST 4850.001   International Relation and Politics of the Middle East                                                                     Dr. Emile Sahliyeh
This course introduces the students to the international relations and politics of the Middle East including critical security issues. The course consists of 3 parts:
Part 1 gives a brief survey of the rise of the state system in the Middle East and examines the crisis of authority and identity.

Part 2 explores Middle East Regional Relations and the involvement of the Middle East in the international system. 

Part 3 focuses on ethnic, sectarian, religious threats, and interstate conflicts in the Middle East and the response of the great powers to these conflicts. These threats and conflicts include the rise of ISIS, instability in Afghanistan, Iraq, Lebanon, Syria, and Yeman, the Palestinian-Israeli conflict, and the Persian Gulf wars. 
Due to the political nature of these topics, there is more than one side to each of these issues.  The professor will make a determined effort to avoid the discussion of these issues from a single ideological perspective and will provide opportunities for informative and critical evaluation and discussion.  The quality of class discussion will depend upon the students' preparedness, interest, and their reading of the weekly assignments. 

INST 4850.003 Human Insecurity in the 21st Century: Cases from Asia, Africa and Europe                              Dr.  Ozlem Altiok 

This course explores the sources of insecurity suffered by the majority of world's people in the twenty-first century.  Students can expect to learn about the causes and consequences of economic, political and environmental insecurities using cases primarily from Asia, Africa and Europe. Topics covered will include causes and consequences of poverty; wars and conflicts over natural and economic resources; terrorism; genocide; global climate change and its impacts; migrants, refugees and trafficked persons.
INST 4852.001 Critical Issues in Global Economics and International Business                                               Dr. James Goodnow
This capstone seminar is designed for students in the international business and economics concentration of the international studies major.  With the advice of their academic adviser, students from other majors may use this course as an upper level elective.  The purpose of the course is to enhance each student's critical thinking and communication skills while addressing complex multidisciplinary contemporary issues facing global economic policy makers as well as managers of internationally oriented business firms.  In addition to discussions of global trade and finance issues, the course includes case studies as well as two written projects focused on evaluating multiple opportunity and risk indicators and their impact on a selected company's global strategic positioning as well as its screening of potential country markets.

INST 4853.001 Global Development: Issues & Challenges
       


                              Dr. Brent Richards
Why are some countries poor? In this class, we will explore influential Oxford University scholar Paul Collier's answer - namely, his concept of "poverty traps." Collier argues that armed conflict, having natural resources like oil, being landlocked, and having bad governance keep a set of the world's countries stuck in poverty. Globalization is another factor that influences international development, and we will study that. We will study some of Cornell University sociologist Philip McMichael's thoughts on the subject. We will look at topics such as globalization's benefits for the poorest countries, some of its effects on women in some poor countries, and resistance to globalization. Finally, we will examine some solutions that Collier and others propose to address global poverty, including aid, trade and military intervention. (Note: INST majors in the International Development concentration have to take this class their senior year.) 
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